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ISSUE 14 - Spring 2020

The ESL's introduction...
This April I had been expecting to write about a successful Easter Camp to
Pembrokeshire and about all the adventures that we should be looking forward to
this summer. Although we had to sadly cancel our Easter Camp, and that much of
the Summer programme is now looking to be in doubt, we did manage to squeeze in
a lot of quality Scouting this term before face to face activities were suspended.
As well as some enjoyable trips to Yorkshire and to the Southern 50 (where we had
some excellent results as normal), we also had some interesting evenings at Scout
Park. We enjoyed wood carving, self defence, swimming, wide games and lots of
training for Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, which will not be wasted for when we do
manage to get back out on the water.
Notably, we moved our Training Evenings to Tuesdays so that we could beneﬁt from
the new Sheridan Hall at Scout Park, and we also managed to complete some major
improvements to our trailer storage facility at Wolves Lane. Over a series of
weekends the Explorers prepared the ground, put up fence posts and on the day
shifted 25 tonnes of concrete by hand! Following the success of the refurbishment of
the Campﬁre Circle at Scout Park in September, this marks the second major project
we have undertaken recently. We also took delivery of a large stock of new tents,
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trangias and a “new” minibus - the Unit’s second! Sadly we won’t get the opportunity
Past Issues
to over-work it just yet.
We are now getting ready for a term of activities that is going to be very different to
anything that we have done before. Being together, the one thing that is hardest at
the moment, is essential to Scouting, so we will all have to approach the term ahead
with open mindedness to get the most out of it. As usual our wonderful PLs have
been working hard, this time by Zoom, and have shortlisted a variety of ideas for
remote activities that could bring people together, including a kayak video club (which
we have already started), gaming, coding, a homework club, music and regular
eDofE surgeries to compliment our regular Tuesday evening programme.
Looking further ahead, hopefully we will be able to salvage some summer activities,
and I have been working on contingency plans (namely for Scotland and the Wye) so
that when the lockdown is lifted we’ll be able to get back to physical Scouting as
quickly as possible, complete some DofE expeditions and enjoy the summer.
In the meantime spend some quality time with your family, get out and exercise
regularly and continue to look after your elderly or lonely relatives.
Best wishes,
Marlon

February Winter Camp
Back in February of this year, kicking o 2020, Wild Wolf took a massive XX Explorers in the
Yorkshire Dales for our annual weekend of hiking, biking, canoeing and eating cheese.
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The yearly Southern 50 Competition is
a firm fixture in the Wild Wolf calendar.
This year we fielded 3 teams all of
whom completed the 30km route
whilst battling through Storm Dennis...

NEWS IN BRIEF:
Other than camps we've also been o doing loads of other fantastic
things...
NEW MINIBUS:
With over 100 explorers, 1 minibus was deﬁnitely not going to be enough. Wild Wolf
has now purchased our very own Ford Transit bus, which most of the Explorers have
now seen or ridden in.

WOLVES LANE:
Our canoes and kayaks have been stored at Wolves Lane Scout HQ near Bounds Green for a
year or so now, but have been kept on an overgrown and uneven patch of ground. To fix
this and provide some decent storage space, Wild Wolf Explorers, Leaders and parent
volunteers spent a few weeks this term pouring concrete and building a trailer drive. Read
all about the project on our blog.

NICK'S CANOE LEADER:
As part of our aim to 'get more young people doing adventurous activities safely' - Wild
Wolf supports its Explorers and Leaders alike through activity qualifications. One such
Leader is Nick, an ex-Explorer who this term passed his Canoe Leader assessment,
enabling him to lead more activities for Wild Wolf out on the water.
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Day Hiking
Back in January our SPL (Senior
Patrol Leader) took on the challenge
of organising and executing a day
hike for a group of Explorers. The
day went well, with three teams
hiking up to 30km in the Chiltern
Hills. Well done to Oscar for
organising, and to all the hikers for
their great attitude and hillwalking
skills.

Moving meetings to Tuesdays!
After a decade of Wednesday meetings, Wild Wolf has ﬁnally outgrown the Scout
Hall in Scout Park. In an order to take advantage of the newly-rebuilt Sheridan Hall in
Scout Park, we've chosen to switch to Tuesday meetings due to availability. This has
been a momentous and fundamental shift for the unit, but the extra space and
facilities have allowed us to run a far fuller programme than before.
Before face-to-face Scouting was halted, we'd had a dynamic and varied programme
including self defence classes, negotiation seminars, woodworking skills, ﬁlm festival
visits and swimming weeks...
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Banff Film Festival:
A yearly favourite at Wild Wolf, we make a tradition of visiting the Ban Mountain Film
Festival world tour when it comes to the Union Chapel in Islington. This year they had a
wonderful selection of films ranging from long distance cycling and rowing expeditions to
high octane o -piste ski compilations. It's so inspiring to see where adventure can take
you.

Self-Defence and Youth-led activities:
As part of Wild Wolf Explorers trying to maintain a level of youth leadership in our
programme, our Patrol Leaders routinely plan and run our weekly evening meetings.
For a period of 4 weeks after Christmas, they ran training and activity nights for the
whole unit including camp skills, self-defence and wood carving sessions.

Swimming Badges:
Due to our DofE expeditions being undertaken by canoe, and the major role watersports
play in the Wild Wolf programme, it's important for us all to be competent swimmers. This
is why in January every single Wild Wolf Explorer attendes a swimming skills night at the
pool. Everyone gets the chance to develop their water confidence and the opportunity to
get a Swimming Activity Badge to show for it.

Remote Scouting
In-person Scouting across the UK was postponed until further notice back in early
March, so overnight we had to move all of our programme and operations online.
We've been making the most of lockdown though, continuing to hold meetings on
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Tuesday evenings via Zoom. Several offshoot clubs and teams have also been set
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up for other nights of the week, so our young people always have something to look
forward to. Explorers have been watching adventure ﬁlms, learning
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watersports theory, lending a hand in their communities and processing century-old
Scouting archives!
In the face of adversity and times of crisis Scouts have always dug deep - pitching in
to the domestic and overseas war effort, for example. Although this crisis might be
different, our approach remains the same, and we look forward to continuing to serve
our community even after lockdown is over.

Leavers
18 is the dreaded age for every
Explorer - feared by many, reached
by all, the age of 18 inevitably leads
to the departure of a beloved
Explorer from Wild Wolf ESU.
This term we said goodbye to Lucas
and Luke, two ﬁne Explorers who
have been with Wild Wolf for 4 years.
Good luck to them both - we wish
them all the best in their future
activities and we're sure we'll see
them again soon!
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Connect with us! See more of what we do through our social media and blog:

Facebook Twitter Instagram Website
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